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February 23, 197 8 

Krishna Prem 
Director of Publlcity 
Rajneesh Ashram 
17, Koregaon Park 
Poona 1, Ind i a 

Dear Kri s hna Prem, 

, As you probabl y kn ow by now, I have r e jected "sannyas" in 
protest of the sys t emati c senseless vi o l e nce that characterizes 
some of your "thc r .:ipie s ." So have Chris , ,Junet, und Fred . 

In what conversu ti on I have had with you, I have appreciated 
your good will and yood humor. I hope you can bring those · 
qualities to w~At I il uvc to soy. Your role as publicity director 
for the ashram means tha t this is an issue you personally must 
confront . I be!ieve you mentioned that you have never been to a 
group in your ypars at the ashram. Wise of you, but let me tell 
you some thing ~f my experie nce. 

My experience i n my f i rst two weeks at the ashram in the 
"mediation camp" was excc l) e nt. I felt a deepening, an enrich­
ment, an atunement. Dur i ng the last two weeks, my experience 
wa s quite the pppos ite . I had softened and opened only to be 
con fronted with I.ee ;: ~~a I s c1ut°-c:r.?tic; , _ coersi v~,_!Jf~:!l_~ga ti_!l_g 
s..tyJ.e_.oi____:J,_~~Q~rsh ip;" a sty le reinforc ing violence and sexual 
acting-out of the - mos t unfre ling kind; a s tyle negating soft 
emotion and emerging scn~it i vity, and man ipulating group . 
pressure to forc e confor mi t y . Is thi s wha t nhagwan is about? 
Nowher e i s the sens itivi t y and resp,1c t f or individual differences 
round in The !3oQk of t he Sec r ets apparent. Where is that Bhagwan? 

••.· 

Any decen t , respons ible leader knows how easy it is to 
protec t ag ainnt: lllOSt injury -- and not at th e cost of .suppres•sing the 
genuine expres&ion o f anger , sexua l1ty or aggres s ion--quite the 
opposite. Teeitha actually works t o s upprcs~that e xpression while 

K" ,?E~ ing_ un<?onnec~e~ act_~~1~_-:-ou_~ __ of ~he m~~-~ i~i<?_~~-~~. It 
. 1s as IT~e wpl.'~~ mistakes ot s ome 1nexpe r1encea Esalen group 
leaders of many years ago have been syst ematized and given the 
stamp of " God . t• Fritz Pe rls , Vi rg i ni a Sati r and othe r responsible 
cari ng persons vehemently oppos ed s uch tendencies then. 

f EX ff I B I T • -- •~m~E'~imc 

t o . fi nd OU t that 1the~broken arm in ... 
· e xception to the flow of . 

1r am. I found out after the 
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end of the "encounter" group that a woman in the so-called 
"pri~al~ gro~p, had her ~~g broken a few days after the broken 
arm 1nc1dent--~nd the d~y after Bhagwan gave his "Mind your 
own business" answer to the lady who asked "Why do you allow 
violence in groups?" On inquiry, many other incidents come to 
light--injuries ·physical, mental and spiritual. V.D. is not 
the only infection that need concern you. The infection of . 
~J1~r ___ f\\Gls ." form ,of . ·:~_nco~~tcr" is . f ai -mo"r'e- vlruient. 

• · - . -- . ·-- --·-
Right, Bhagwan! None of my business. What my (and 

Esalen' s) busi ress is, is to introduce people to a range of 
growth practices andto the availability of others not necessarily 
presented here. It is our business to refer people to responsible 
pr actitioners--which at this point definitely excludes the ashram. 
I am in the position of recommending Bhagwan's books and medi­
tation and warning aginst ashram groups. I recognize that there 
are some responsible and proficient leaders at the ashram. If 
only their influence could manifest! 

I have talked to others in your organization who are concerned-­
but seem helpless to do anything (or are afraid to speak out) 
given your dictptorial social structure. I imagine many others 
are also concerped. Yourself? Arup? Or are«most-~content 
to.·. suppQ&J;?_,,_t,_h,e . .J:.njuries simply_-,help "burn karma!k.!.o:i:-.-:-...wha.t.~e-~_,. 
Then-why-not--- braes · knuckles? --··Rifle butts? 

Pro which ma · but inevitable 
in humt1n do leaders tat 

use 

If you change your policy or violence, if you <ieci-dED 
wheth~J:: !.YQU. -_a~13.~.iunning a growth center or: a :-:conc·entra~t.orcr.c:amt>7 
please let me ~now . Until then I will do my best to make it clear 
that the ashram "therapies" and Esalen are two ver;r different 
things. 

Best regnrds to you personally, 

I ( ·. / 
(' - :~ lt:: . C 

Richard Price 
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TIME Letters 
Time & ~ife Duilding 
Rockerfeller Center 
New York, NY 10020 
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January 21, 1978 J 
1. Re: 'God Sir' at Esalen East (Jan . 16) 

Rajneesh is well worth reading - in spite of the 
numerous contradictions Lawrence Malkin was quick 
to notice . He can speak bri 11 i antly of the trans­
formative possibility of human life. His 'medita­
tions' I find worth practicing. However, :tne 
ashrarn.J..enc.ounter' grpup .. ia •• an , abominat.i_Q!l.~ 
authoritarian, intimidatingr:,violent "·••tiSed.r..to 
~nforc~..::.conf ormi ty to :: an tenferging··o'ran~-=new:::order 

I r~J:.11§.£.~d~hgn_ to f aci li tate·r.growttH :::, Broker,,cbones .. 
arEfrcomrnon, . bruises and::abrasions beyotid~countin? 
A_ij.i: ~H-tG.h .1,..it; ~owes rnor~ )tQ..;, t'he : S.S.·- than-;-_to~Esalen. 

"-until the compas sion Rajneesh speaks about with 
such etoquence is reflected in his groups, I am 
content to be known as 'Richard Price' rather than 
as 'Geet Govind ' . 

RicharA Price 
· Esalen Institute 

Big Sur, California 
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July 7, 1978 

Dear Rajneesh, 

You nttcmpt to justi ry t he violence nt the ashrnm by cal ling 
"obj e.c~i ve:.compassion ." 

BULl,SHITi 

Violence is unconnected acting out with the intent to hana 
another rather than to contact either that other or what is really going 
on in oneself . And this is what charactcTi:tcs your "encounter'' &roup . You 
wo.uld have us believe that such action is somehow covered by your enlighten­
ed state and secret plan for a new order. 

So ''objective compassion"? It depends . 

Ikkyu's stan zas -- yes . 

1-larpa's seemingly harsh treatment of Milarepa -- yes . 

Jesus' somet imrs "ha rd" statements and actions - - yes . 

Brutal acti ons of In~uisitors done in the name of Jesus - no . 

J,{an)' of y<Hir fi nely worded poi nts -- quite possibly . 

Drut:il ncti o11s d ln~ompetent "group leaders" resultln~ in 
serious and totally un11rrcs~ar~· in_i 11ry? Even though done in your name --NO . 

If you youn-clf wHe directly presiding over the si:l:lt.!.!millU 
·itn'd1 carcless: br~l!~in& of bones - - perhaps - - hut I doubt it. 

So go see for yn11rsclf. Take a few £1'011p5. You have never 
done! See the di f fcrencc bet w"r n Laur a Di If on' 5 work where something real is 
done with anger, fear and other e-motion,and Lowe's work where it is not. 

0 
. Further, Lowe coerces;: ■snipulates, . and •es! notGXa~ 

c(' t:O~;'.j9.!ntns:>:.e~:~r~~r. ls what you say nnd what you ~ so shallow that 
ch means are necessary? 

,• 

ENOUGH for today! 

RI Ov\.RD PR I CE 

I HP~ llrlon . 
~ (rtOPKO, c.t/i{omu 911123 

rhfTJfi (w1s) 111-mo 
6i9 ,ur, ulif omu 939:. 
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. i :· l. 
• - - - - - • - --- • · ·--•-•- • - · - , ' I 


